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The Woodlands (Houston), Texas , November 5, 2018… BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company , announces its signature
brand, Benchmark Resorts & Hotels ®, has taken top honors in Northstar Meetings Group’s prestigious 2018 Stella Awards. Meetings
and events professionals and a panel of judges named it the Best Overall Boutique & Lifestyle Hotel Brand . The distinguished brand
portfolio of  BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company , Benchmark Resorts & Hotels spans 26 distinguished properties in
unique domestic and international destinations. Benchmark Resorts & Hotels surpassed major established and respected global
lifestyle brands for the award.

 

With nearly 10,000 votes cast in the United States and globally, honors are awarded in 18 categories celebrating overall excellence,
superb food and beverage, professionalism of staff, technology innovations, and other critical aspects of the meetings and event
experience. Finalists in each category are determined by industry professionals during an open voting period, while winners are
selected by an expert panel of judges overseen by the editors of  Northstar Meetings Group's  leading publications,  Meetings &
Conventions  and Successful Meetings . The complete list of winners can be found at  stella-awards.com .

 

“It is an extraordinary honor to receive the Stella Award and to be recognized as the Best Boutique & Lifestyle Hotel Brand,” said Ted
Davis, Benchmark’s chief sales and marketing officer. “It’s a wonderful tribute to our incredible staff who fulfill our mission of
providing inspiring, memorable and transformational experiences for our meeting and leisure guests. We are especially proud that in a
business environment of formidable competition from larger and highly respected brands, America's meeting planning professionals
and media experts recognized Benchmark Resorts & Hotels’ exceptional destinations, superb facilities and pioneering contributions to
the meetings industry," he said. Mr. Davis notes that the awards process is very thorough and demands careful preparation in order to
meet the rigorous standards established by Northstar Media Group. “The competition is really in two phases – first, to be voted as a
finalist by one of our most important audiences – meeting planning professionals. The next step is to present a comprehensive
overview of every aspect of our meetings product to a prominent group of meetings experts, guided by the editors at Northstar Media’s
foremost meetings magazines.”  In creating a winning presentation, Benchmark focused on the industry’s demand for innovative
conference support, flexible, productive meeting spaces, creative teambuilding programs and events, and immersive experiences in
extraordinary destinations.  Once an afterthought in the conference business, culinary excellence and innovation are expected. In 2017,
Benchmark launched a total revamping of its culinary product and positioning spanning all restaurants bars and banquet facilities
with the support of award-winning and celebrity chef Stephan Pyles.

 

“A Stella Award is the finest symbol of excellence for suppliers in the meetings industry,” said Lori Cioffi, senior vice president and
chief content director for the Northstar Meetings Group. “Meeting planning is a methodical process, and attention to detail is a critical
factor for success. We’ve brought that ethic to the Stella Awards. It’s a competitive, year-long nomination and evaluation process to
identify and honor excellence in the meetings industry. This year’s winners are a stellar class.”

 

A pioneer in the global meetings industry, Benchmark has 40 years of experience in managing and marketing resorts, hotels and
conference centers. A founding member of  IACC, Benchmark continues to work with industry leaders, spearheading projects such as
the IACC Meeting Room of the Future. Many Benchmark Resorts & Hotels’ properties are certified by IACC, meeting the association’s
stringent standards for excellence in technology, facilities, dining and program innovation. Many have also been recognized with the
coveted  Benchmark Conference Centers ® certification of meeting excellence.

 

Ted Davis notes that Benchmark’s success is based on its commitment to creating unique experiences in every aspect of the meeting or
event. “Our teams carefully curate experiences that stimulate guests’ imaginations and offer a strong sense of place, capturing the
character and allure of the destination. For example, inventive teambuilding exercise can include a wolf encounter in Colorado,
paragliding in Wyoming, boat building in California, a surfing lesson on Oahu, plus an array of exercise from golf and culinary
contests to Improv theater.  Since Benchmark’s properties are located in diverse and dynamic locations, the company has developed
memorable offsite events that give attendees a chance to explore their ideas in unique settings. Planners can host a board meeting in the
captain’s cabin of a WWII battleship, a dinner under the Statue of Liberty or a brainstorming session in the middle of ancient red rock
formations in Colorado.

 

Says Ted Davis,” After nearly forty years delivering unrivaled meetings and conferences, some might say Benchmark is an institution.
But we’re far from institutional. As our Stella Award for Best Overall Boutique & Lifestyle Hotel Brand would suggest, we’re keeping
things fresh, forward-focused and always centered on creating extraordinary and transformational experiences that inspire, surprise and
delight attendees.”

 

About Northstar Meetings Group

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benchmarkglobalhospitality.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898357094&sdata=ga2NbNX6qnJZcyac2wFG9dJ3f0mxxZ%2FkF7nnOh5YpiU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898357094&sdata=EHlpy7cVhzDCFzBHj9Zm%2BBcPnkjPnxVMqy9EqPV5oEk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com%2FStella_Award_Winner%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898367090&sdata=WwO8SLH95XMvHoDDZt4y9WElN2fBj%2BetCwqdaRuLD70%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benchmarkglobalhospitality.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898367090&sdata=sx1sxA5yK5ZJVEXHxodRV0erMQ7sf5v2P4yxECJzTn4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northstarmeetingsgroup.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898377104&sdata=zxC12S37RP7qUnoiiTEyq41UEJ%2FwiRi2gPLGU8jJOxY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.meetings-conventions.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898377104&sdata=q9fWx%2F5EZ64p9ywgce7P%2BNWezan8QMpfYkFZrAvUP0c%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.meetings-conventions.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898377104&sdata=q9fWx%2F5EZ64p9ywgce7P%2BNWezan8QMpfYkFZrAvUP0c%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.successfulmeetings.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898387113&sdata=M%2FEqbDrwRXpHh3fj5sO%2FvEIn8aRU42BtuGLlhOOCpYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stella-awards.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898387113&sdata=qKVcHN2qOu2jtedpporVN4HXzZGAzb3A8W09mBXX690%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iacconline.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898397123&sdata=5kJ5TBHTiGyunRDY1Rf01vhpxnUXGN54JPuG5aTzYK4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com%2Fmeeting_event_spaces%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cjallee%40benchmarkglobal.com%7C86086c65094a4a0a7bb408d6436c18ed%7Ce21f0bb58a67410e86e6f6990e7f99b1%7C0%7C0%7C636770528898397123&sdata=Rqm%2F61YF5Xmf54uAHTOMt12RqGNYhkem1hltjxfZauo%3D&reserved=0


Northstar Meetings Group is the leading B-to-B information and marketing solutions company serving all segments of the business
meetings, events, sports and incentives market, including full-time and part-time meeting planners, as well as corporate, association,
sports and not-for-profit decision-makers, and incentive professionals, facilitating their professional development and achievement of
business goals. Its influential brands – Meetings & Conventions, Successful Meetings, Meeting News, Incentive and SportsTravel –
currently serve over 350,000 active meeting and event planners and incentive professionals, across an integrated suite of data, digital,
events and print products. For more information, please visit northstarmeetingsgroup.com.

 

About Benchmark Resorts & Hotels ®

Benchmark Resorts & Hotels ® features the finest in lodging, dining, recreational and meeting accommodations.  Featuring unique and
distinctive properties renown for exceptional service and for creating unforgettable memory-making experiences, it is the signature
portfolio of  BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company , which has been a leading US-based hospitality management company for
nearly 40 years.  Many Benchmark Resort & Hotels' properties are certified by  IACC, the association that represents the finest meeting
venues and services globally, and many have also been recognized with the coveted  Benchmark Conference Centers ® certification of
meeting excellence.  www.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com .  To become a fan on Facebook,
visit  www.facebook.com/BenchmarkResortsandHotels   Follow us on Twitter at  https://twitter.com/BenchmarkHotels , on Instagram
at www.instagram.com/benchmarkresortsandhotels , and on Pinterest at   www.pinterest.com/benchmarkhotels

 

About BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company.

BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company , is a leader in the development, management, and marketing of independent, soft
branded, and experiential hard branded resorts, hotels, and conference centers.  In addition to the company’s award-winning full
service  Benchmark Resorts & Hotels , its lifestyle and luxury  Gemstone Collection , and its industry-leading Benchmark Conference
Center division,  etc.venues is a leading provider of contemporary city centre venues for meetings, signature events, and conferences.
BENCHMARK’s combined portfolio features more than 80 unique projects across three continents. The company is passionately
committed to delivering personal, inspiring, and memory-making experiences, driving total revenue and profitability, and cultivating
an award winning, “Be The Difference” culture for all its employees.  BENCHMARK, is based in The Woodlands (Houston), Texas,
with offices in London, England; Miami, Florida; Park City, Utah; Scottsdale, Arizona; New Brunswick, New Jersey; Seattle,
Washington; and Tokyo, Japan.  www.benchmarkglobalhospitality.com  To become a fan on Facebook,
visit  www.facebook.com/BenchmarkResortsandHotels , www.facebook.com/GemstoneHotelCollection . Follow us on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/BenchmarkHotels , www.twitter.com/GemstoneHotels  , on Instagram
at www.instagram.com/benchmarkresortsandhotels , www.instagram.com/gemstonehotels , and on Pinterest
at www.pinterest.com/benchmarkhotels/gemstone-hotels . At
LinkedIn,  https://www.linkedin.com/company/benchmark-a-global-hospitality-company/
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